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phecy ever he fpoke, though he knew not whom h
{poke of.

VI. An Abfirall of a Book, viz. An Ac-
count of the Iflands of Orkney. By James
Wallace, M. D. and PFellow of the Roy-
al Society. Towhich is added, an Effay con-
‘celmi”g the Thule of the Ancients., 8o, Lon-

on,

Hefe cold barren Iflands being under the Protecti-
_ onof a Great Man, and here defcribed by a very

obferving and judicious Phyfician, are like to make.

fome figure in the world, efpecially amongft thofe who
prefer the certainty of Nature to meer notional Specu-

lations..

The work confilts of eight Chapters; in the firlt of

which, the feveral Names, the Longitudes, Latitudes,
Boundaries, the Ebbings and Flowings of the Sea, the
Harbours and Merchandizes ate treated.

The fécond comprehends the Plants,. Awimals and.

Foffils, The Vegetables. alone amount to near 300,

all or moft herbaceous ones, there being no indigenous:

Trees; only here and there fome planted in Gardens,
but they prove dwarts; {eldom: bearing any mature
frnit, whereas in:more Northerly partsof Norway Trees

Pppp rife.
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rife ftrong and lofty, thriving even on {mall Rocks,
furroundcd by the Sea. The Herbs have the names of
Cafpar Banbinz in bis Pinax, as the thells (very nume-
rous in thefe 1'rtle Ifles) have thofe of Dr Lifter in his
Hift. Animal £ng. and in bis Syiiopf. Coirchyl, wherzin
the Author thews hiuC!f to be a malter in this {eve of
writing, for withour fome fuch method of refeiring,
the Reader is oftner confounded than inftzucted.  Tie
Birdsand Fithes m2y be reduced to Gejmer, and Mt Rey
as fome of the fignred Bodies to Mr LhwdysLyihophylac-
Britan. He takes nctice of the f{cveral {orts of Phafeo-
li, commonly called Molucco Beans, (but found by
Dr Sloane in Famaica) caft upon thefe Northern Ifles 5
alfo Sperma Ceti, Ambergreife, Sponges, Cuttlcbones. He
difcribes the Finrn-man,and their Boats obferved: on the
Coafis,and rélates many ftrange effets of ftorms. He
is curious in the Difcafts, and fome of their particular

cures.

The Country lies about :59 degrees, and 2 minutes
Northern Lat. the compafs varying 8 D. fo that the
longeft day is above 18 hours. At Midnight it is fo
clear for a great part of Fune, that one may read a Let-
ter at his Chamber Window 3 yet it cannot be true
what fome Writers teport, that from the Hill of Hoyy,
aman may fee the Sun at Midnight, for that may be
only the Image of it refracted thro fome vapours or
clouds about the Horifor (as may be demonftrated
from the late Aftronomical obfervations of the Swedes
at Torneo in - Lapland, lying about 66 Deg.. N. Lat.)
Amongft the great number of {maller Herbs growing in
thefe Iflands none of the Mallow kind could be found,
nor feveral other Plants very common in the like Climes
not {o much as any Bufth or Shrub to be found wild,

except
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except fome few Rofes, the Funiper, the Myrtillus, and
Heath 4 yet fome Kitchen Herbs arrive here to as great
a bignefs as about London, and Artichokes to a greater
than in any other place, The Sea runs very high round
all thefe Ifles, and in Storms dafhes the Salt water far
into the Country, frequently throwing up abundance
of feveral Species of Whales, Stones and  Algas , with
which they manure their Land.

The little Cows yield a great {tore of Milk, and the
Ewes generally produce two Lambs at a Birth, fome
three and four. The Horfes {mall but ftrong, great
herds of Swine, and rich Coney Warrens. Plenty of
moft fort of Fifh, and vaft conveniences for the Her-
ring and Cod Trade, if any ways encouraged. Thé Ne-
tives arc very healthful, and live fometimes married 8c
years, {fometimes bearing Children beyond 60.For other
natural obfervations of this kind, the Work itfelf ought
to be confulted , mary curious particulars will occuar
upon the Birds,the Teftacecous and Cruftaceous Ani-
mals.

Yet the Ancietit Monuments, the Civil and Ecclefia-
ftical Hiflory are not negleted 5 in all which the A«-
thor has difcover'd a large compafs of knowledge, ef-
pecially upon the Pights or Picts, Belus, and %:mw,
the ancient Norwegians, the Sinclars and Earls of Ork-
ney, the Stewards and Donglaff’s. What he delivers
of the Obelisks, the Caufeys, Urns, and Burial Places,
of the ancient ftate of the Church of Orkwney, of the
propagation. of the Chriffian Fuaith there, and of the
Igarticular cuftoms of the Inhabitants; are very remarka-

le.

The
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The whole is illuftrated with an exalt Map of all
the Iflands together, with the Soundings and the fut-
ting of the Tyde of Flood 5 and with a Copper Plate,
containing the Icons of {ome rarities mentioned in the
Book, as of a very beautiful Fifb ({potted like a Pea-
cockstail, a fort of Turdws without doubt) a Patells
articulata cymbiformis, very elegant 5 a Penna Marina,
the Ember goofe, the {everal Exotick Beans, caft upon
the thoars, the Bernacle fhell, many naturally and arti-
ficially figured Stones, a Pelfen, and a Fibula.

At the end is annext a learned Ejfzy concerning the.
Thule of the Ancients, for which the Reader is referr’d,

to the Book. itfelf..
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